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SOCI AL STUDI ES

By the end of Gade 12, students w | gai n a know edge of history, civics
and gover nnent, geogr aphy and econonics; understand the i nteraction
bet ween and anong hi story, the soci a sci ences and hunani ti es; and
appl y that know edge and under st andi ng as responsi bl e ci ti zens.

PROGRAM GOAL S

As aresult of educationin Gades K-12, students w | :

* denonstrat e know edge of the structure of Lhited Sates and worl d history to un-
derstand life and events inthe past and howthey rel ate to one’s own | i fe experi ence;

 analyzethe historical roots andthe current conpl exity of relations anong nationsin
an i ncreasi ngly i nt er dependent wor | d;

* denonstrat e an under st andi ng of the concept of cul ture and howdifferent perspec-
tives energe fromdifferent cul tures;

» appl y geographi c know edge, skills and concepts to under st and hunan behavi or i n
relationtothe physical and cul tural environnent;

» describetherel ationshi ps anong the i ndi vidual , the groups and the institutions
whi ch exi st inany soci ety and cul ture;

* denonstrat e know edge of howpeopl e create rul es and | ans to regul at e t he dy-
namc rel ationshi ps of individual rights and soci etal needs;

» apply concepts fromthe study of history, cul ture, economcs and governnent to the
under st andi ng of the rel ati onshi ps anong sci ence, technol ogy and soci ety;

» descri be how peopl e organi ze systens for the production, distribution and con-
sunpti on of goods and ser vi ces;

» denonstrat e an under standi ng of howideal s, principl es and practices of citizenship
have ener ged over tine and across cul tures; and

» descri be howthe study of individual devel opnent and identity contributes tothe
under st andi ng of hunan behavi or.
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K-12

H story

) H storical Thinking

2 Local, Lhited States
and Wrld Hi story

3 H storical Thenes

4 Appl yi ng Hi story

G vi cs and Gover nnent

5 Uhited States Constitution
and Gover nnent

6 Ri ghts and
Responsi bilities of
dtizens

CONTENT STANDARDS

Through t he study of Uhited Sates and worl d history:

Sudentsw | devel op historical thinkingskills, including
chronol ogi cal thi nki ng and recogni zi ng change over tine;
cont ext ual i zi ng, conprehendi ng and anal yzi ng hi stori cal
literature; researching historical sources; understandi ng
the concept of historical causation; understandi ng com
peting narratives and i nterpretation;, and constructing
narratives andinterpretation.

Sudentsw | use historical thinkingskillstodevel op
an under standi ng of the naj or hi storical periods, issues
andtrendsinlhited Sates history, world history, and
Gnnecti cut and | ocal history.

Sudents w | apply thei r understandi ng of historical

peri ods, issues and trends to exam ne such historical
thenes as ideal s, beliefsandinstitutions; conflict and
conflict resol ution; human novenent and i nteraction; and
sci ence and t echnol ogy i n order to understand howt he
worldcanetobetheway it is.

Sudents w || recogni ze t he conti nui ng i nportance of
hi storical thinkingand historica know edgeintheir own
livesandintheworldinwhichtheylive.

Through t he study of civics and gover nnent :

Sudents w Il apply know edge of the U S Qonstitution,
howthe U S. systemof governnent works and howt he
rule of lawand the val ue of liberty and equal i ty have an
i npact onindividual, local, state and national decisions.

Sudents w || denonst rat e know edge of the rights and
responsi bi lities of citizenstoparticipateinand shape
publ i c policy, and contribute to the nai nt enance of our
denocratic way of life.
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7 Political Systens

8 International Relations

Geogr aphy

9 Pl aces and Regi ons

10) Physical Systens

11) Human Systens

12) Human and Environ-
mental Interaction

Econom cs

13) Limted Resources

14) Economi c Systens

15) Econom c | nterdependence

Sudentsw !l explainthat political systens enanate from
t he need of hurmans for order, |eading to conprom se and
t he est abl i shnent of authority.

Students w || denonstrate an under st andi ng of howt he
naj or el enents of international relations andworldaffairs
affect their |ives andthe security and wel | -bei ng of their
conmuni ty, state and nati on.

Through t he study of geogr aphy:

Sudents w | use spatial perspectivetoidentifyand
anal yze t he si gni fi cance of physical and cul tural character-
i stics of places and worldregi ons.

Sudents w | use spatial perspectiveto explainthe physi-
cal processes that shape the Earth' s surface and its ecosys-
t ens.

Sudentswll interpret spatial patterns of hunan mgra-
tion, economc activities and politica unitsin Gnnecticut,
the nation and t he worl d.

Sudents w | | use geographi c tool s and t echnol ogy to
explaintheinteracti ons of hunans and the | arger environ-
nent, and t he evol vi ng consequences of those i nt erac-
tios.

Thr ough t he st udy of econom cs:

Sudents will denonstrate that because hunan, nat ural
and capital resources arelimted, individual s, househol ds,
busi nesses and gover nnent s nust nake choi ces.

Sudents w || denonstrate that various econom c systens
coexi st, and that econom c deci si ons are nade by i ndi -

vi dual s and/ or gover nnents, influenced by narkets,
cultural traditions, individual s and governnents inthe

al | ocati on of goods and ser vi ces.

Sudents w || denonstrate howthe exchange of goods and

servi ces by indi vi dual s, groups and nations creat e eco-
nom c i nt er dependence and change.
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CONTENT STANDARD 1:

H stori cal

Thi nki ng

Sudents w il devel op historica thinkingskills, including chronol ogical
t hi nki ng and r ecogni zi ng change over tine; contextualizing, conprehend ng and
analyzing historical literature; researching historica sources; understandi ng
the concept of historical causation; understandi ng conpeting narratives and
interpretation, and constructing narratives andinterpretation.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

gat her historical datafrom
nul ti pl e sour ces;

engage i n readi ng chal -

| engi ng primary and
secondary hi stori cal
source naterial' s, sone of
whichis contradi ctory
and requi res questi oni ng
o vaidty,

descri be sources of histori -
cal infornation;

identifythemainideaina
source of historical infor-
mati on;

identifyways different
culturesrecordtheir

hi stori es, conpare past
and present situations and
events, and present find-
ingsinappropriate oral,
witten and vi sual ways;

create tinel i nes whi ch
sequence event s and
peopl es, usi ng days,
weeks, nont hs, years,
decades and cent uri es;
and

(conti nued)

formul ate historical ques-
tions based on prinary
and secondary sour ces,

i ncl udi ng docunent s,
eyew t ness account s,
lettersandd aries, arti-
facts, rea or simil ated
historicd sites, charts,
graphs, di agrans and
wittentexts;

gat her infornation from
nul ti pl e sources, incl ud-

ing archives or el ectronic
dat abases, to have experi -
ence wth historical

sour ces and t 0 appreci ate
the need for mul tiple

per spect i ves;

di sti ngui sh bet ween
prinmary and secondary
Sour ces,

interpret datainhistorical
naps, phot ographs, art
works and ot her artifacts;

(conti nued)
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formul ate historical ques-
tions and hypot heses from
nul ti pl e perspecti ves,

usi ng nul ti pl e sour ces;

gat her, anal yze and r econ-
cilehistorica infornation,
i ncl udi ng contradi ctory
data, fromprinary and
secondary sources to
support or reject hypot h-
€SES,

interpret oral traditions
and | egends as “hi stories”;

eval uate datawthinthe
historicd, socid, pditica
and econoni ¢ context in
vhi chit was creat ed,
testingitscredibility ad
eval uatingits bias;

descri be the mul tipl e
i nt er secti ng causes of
events; and

use pri nary sour ce docu-
nents to anal yze mnul ti pl e

per spect i ves.



CONTENT STANDARD 1: H storical Thinking

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, continued

Educat i onal experiences in Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s: st udent s:

e witeshort narrativesand [+ examne datato determne

statenents of historical t he adequacy and suffi -

i deas and creat e ot her ci ency of evi dence, poi nt
appropri ate presentati ons of view historical context,
fromi nvesti gations of bi as, distortionand propa-
source naterial s. ganda, and to di sti ngui sh

fact fromopi ni on;

 analyzedatainorder to
see persons and events in
their historical cotext,
under st and causal factors
and appr eci at e change
over tine;

e examne current concepts,
i ssues, events and t henes
fromhi storical perspec-
tives andidentify prin
cipleconflictingideas
bet ween conpet i ng narr a-
tivesor interpretations of
historical events; and

 developwittennarratives
and short interpretative
essays, as el |l as ot her
appropri ate presentati ons
fromi nvesti gations of
source naterial s.
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CONTENT STANDARD 2: Local, United States And World History

Sudentswll use historical thinkingskillstodevel opan understand ng
of thenaj or historical periods, issuesandtrendsinlhited Sates history,
vorl d history, and Gnnecticut and | ocal history.

Educati onal experiences in Gades K-12w || assure that students use historical thinkingskills
tostudy the fol | ow ng periodi zati on wth escal ating scal e of breadth and dept h:

Uhited States, Connecticut and Local H story

first peopl es [10,000 BEto 1500 (H ;

encount ers of peopl es fromt he Aneri cas, Vstern Europe and Vst ern Afri ca [ 1440s
to1763];

Eur opean col oni zation and settl enent [ 1492- 1763] ;

revol ution and t he newnati on [ 1754- 1820s] ;

expansi on and r ef or m[ 1801- 1861] ;

civil war and reconstructi on [ 1850- 1877] ;

devel opnent of the industria Uhited Sates [1870-1900];
emer gence of noder n Aneri ca [ 1890- 1930] ;

the Geat Depressionand Vérld Vér |1 [1929-1945];
Postwar Lhited Sates [1945to0 early 1970s]; and

contenporary Lhited Sates [1968 to t he present] .

World Hi story

t he begi nni ngs of hunan soci ety;

early civilizations and t he energence of the pastoral peopl es [ 4000 BCE - 1000 B(H ;
classical traditions, naor religions andthe giant enpires [ 1000 BCE- 300 (H ;
expandi ng zones of exchange and encount er [ 300 - 1000] ;

intensified hemsphericinteractions [1000 - 1500 ;

energence of thefirst gl obal age[1450- 1770];
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» an age of European prom nence and revol utions [1750-1914];

» ahalf century of crisis and achi evenent [ 1900- 1945]; and

* the 20th century si nce 1945 — prom ses, paradoxes and chal | enges.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
QGades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

* demonstrateafamliarity
w t h peopl es, events and
pl aces froma broad spec-
trumof hurman experi ence
t hr ough sel ect ed st udy
fromhi storical periods
and fromt he vari ous
regions (e.g., East Asia,
Eur ope, the Aeri cas,
Arica, South Asia, Vest
rsi a);

 locatethe events, peopl es
and pl aces t hey have
studiedintine and pl ace
(e.g., onatinelineand
nap) relativetotheir own
| ocati on;

* denonstrate know edge
of n@ or trendsinstate
and | ocal history, includ
ing history of original
peopl es, early settl enents
and sel ect ed changes over
the past two centuri es;
and

» placethehistoryof their
own famliesinthe con
text of loca, state, nationd
and worl d hi story.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* denonstrate anin-depth
under st andi ng of naj or
events and trends of
Lhited Sates history (e.g.,
t he Aneri can Revol uti on,
theQvil Vdr, industrial -
ization, the Geat Depres-
sion, the col dwar);

* denonstrate anin-depth
under st andi ng of sel ected
events representi ng naj or
trends of world history
(e.g., energence of new
centers of agrarian soci ety
inthe 3rdand 2nd m| | en-
ni a BCE, the B ack Deat h,
t he Col unbi an voyages,

t he French Revol uti on,
VorldVer 11);

* denonstrate anin-depth
under st andi ng of naj or
events and trends i n | ocal
history (e.g., the Requot
war, establishnent of self-
gover nnent, di sest abl i sh-
nent of the Puritan
church, industrialization,
waves of i n-and- out
mgration, suburbani za-
tion racid tensions);

(conti nued)
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

* denonstrate an under -
standi ng of naj or events
and trends inworld his-
tory, Lhited S ates and
local history fromall
hi storical periods and
fromal | theregions of the
wor | d;

 Jlocatetheevents, peopl es
and pl aces t hey have
studiedintine and pl ace
(eg,onatinelineand
nap) relativetotheir own
| ocation; and

* explainrelationships
anong t he event s and
trends studiedinlocal,
national and world hi s-
tay.



CONTENT STANDARD 2: Local, United States And World History

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, continued

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* locatethe events, peopl es
and pl aces t hey have
studiedintine and pl ace
(e.g., onatinelineand
nap) relativetotheir own
| ocati on; and

 explaintherelationships
anong t he event s and
trends studiedinlocal,
state, national and world
histary.
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CONTENT STANDARD 3:

Hi stori cal

Thenes

Sudents w il apply thei r understandi ng of historical periods, issues and
trends toexamne such historical thenesasidea's, beliefs andinstitutions;
conflict and conflict resol ution; hunan novenent and i nt eracti on; and sci ence
and t echnol ogy i n order to understand howthe world canetobetheway it is.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4w | | assure t hat
st udent s:

* recogni ze that peopl e
devel op tradi ti ons t hat
transmt their beliefs and
ided s

» examnefamlylifeand
cultures of different
peopl es at different tines
inhistory,

« explaindfferent types of
conflict, different vaysin
vhi ch confli cts have been
resol ved, and di ff erent
ways that conflicts and
thei r resol uti ons have
af f ect ed peopl €

* describe and expl ai n sone

of the reasons peopl e have
noved and rel ate t hese
reasons to sone hi storic
novenents of | arge
groups of peopl €;

» descri be sonme goods,
product s and i deas whi ch
wer e exchanged as t he
result of novenent;

(conti nued)

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

» explaintheorigins of
Anericanreligious diver-
sity, show ng know edge
of sone of the beliefs of
nati ve Amrericans and
magrants to the newworl d
and gi ve exanpl es of
ways t hose bel i ef s have
changed over tine;

* explainhowrol es and
stat us of peopl e have
di ff ered and changed
t hr oughout hi st ory based
on gender, age, cl ass,
racia and ethnicidentity,
weal th, and/ or soci al
posi ti on;

» descri be t he ener gence of
sel ect gover nnent al
systens, principles and
institutions;

* describe sone of the nore
common forns of govern-
nent found in the past,
gi vi ng exanpl es of soci et -
ies that have practi ced
them(e. g., nonarchy,
oigarchy, clavtribal,
aut ocracy, dynasty, theoc-
racy, republic, denoc-
recy);

(conti nued)
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

» describe basictenets of the
worldreligions that have
acted as naj or forces
t hroughout history, in-
cluding, but not I'imted
to, Buddhism Christian-
ity, Hnduism Islamand
Judai sm and i ndi genous
popul ar religions;

* give exanpl es of the
visual arts, dance, nusic,
theat er and ar chi t ect ur e of
the naj or peri ods of
hi story and expl ai n what
they i ndi cat e about the
val ues and bel i ef s of
vari ous soci et es;

» denonstrate an under -
standi ng of the ways t hat
cul tural encounters and
theinteraction of people
of different cuturesin
pre-nodern as wel | as
nodern ti mes have
shaped newi dentities and
vays of life;

* identify various parties
and anal yze thei r interest
inconflicts fromsel ected
historica periods;

(conti nued)



CONTENT STANDARD 3: Hi stori cal

Thenes

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS,

Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4w || assure t hat
st udent s:

* describe theinpact of
vari ous t echnol ogi cal
devel opnent s on t he | ocal
communi ty and on t he
nation; and

* identify individua
achi evenent s of scientists
and i nventors fromnany
cul tures and di ff erent
hi storical periods and
descri be thei r achi eve-
nent s.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

» descri be exanpl es of how
soci eti es t hr oughout
hi st ory have used vari ous
forns of visual arts,
dance, theater, nyths,
literatureand nusic to
expresstheir beliefs, sense
of identity and phil o
sophi cal i deas;

» explainreasons for con
flict and the ways conflicts
have been resol ved;

* identify and anal yze the
various causes and effects
of novenents of groups

of peopl €

» expla nthe significance of
t he achi evenent s of se-
lectedindividual scientists
and i nventors from
around t he worl d and
fromvari ous peri ods;

* expl ai n how econom c
factorsinfluenced histori-
cal eventsinthe Lhited
S ates and ot her regi ons of
the worl d; and

* describe, explainand
anal yze the i npact of the
exchange of ideas on
societies, pditics, reigon,
dc
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conti nued

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure t hat
st udent s:

* describe, explainand
anal yze palitical, eco
noni ¢ and soci al conse-
guences t hat cane about
asthereso utionof a
coflic;

e denonstrate an under -
standi ng of the ways race,
gender, ethnicity and cl ass
i ssues have af fected i ndi -
vidual s and societiesin
the past;

» anal yze t he causes and
consequences of naj or
t echnol ogi cal turning
pontsinhistoy, e.g., their
effects on peopl e, soci eties
and econom es;

* explain howt he use and
expansi on of trade have
connect ed and af fected t he
hi story of a gl obal
econony;

» eval uat e t he econom ¢ and
t echnol ogi cal i npact of
t he exchange of goods on
soci eti es t hr oughout
hi story; and

 explainthe miltipleforces
and devel oprent s (cul -
tural, political, econonmc
and scientific) that have
hel ped t o connect t he
peopl es of the worl d.



CONTENT STANDARD 4:

Applying History

Sudents w Il recogni ze t he continui ng i nportance of historical thinkingand
historical knowedgeintheir onnlivesandintheworldinwhichtheylive.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

 exhibit curiosity and pose
quest i ons about t he past
when presented with
artifacts, records or ot her
evi dence of the past;

» seek historica back-
ground when confront ed
w th probl ens and i ssues
of the past, as well as of
today’ s worl d and thei r
own | i ves;

e beactivelearners at cul -
tura institutions, suchas
museuns and hi stori cal
exhi bitions;

» display enpathy for
peopl e who have lived in
the past; and

* recogni ze rel ati onshi ps
bet ween event s and
peopl e of the past and
present ci rcunst ances,
concer ns and devel op-
nent s.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* initiate questions and
hypot heses about hi storic
event s bei ng st udi ed;

* descri be and anal yze,
usi ng hi storical data and
under st andi ngs, the
opti ons whi ch are avail -

abletopartiesinvolvedin

contenporary conflicts or
deci si on naki ng;

e beactivelearners at cul -
tural institutions suchas
museuns and hi stori cal
exhi bitions;

» display enpathy for
peopl e who have lived in
the past; and

* describerel ationshi ps
bet ween hi storical subj ect
natter and ot her subj ects
they study, current issues
and per sonal concer ns.

154

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

* initiate questions and
hypot heses about hi storic
event s t hey are st udyi ng;

* describe and anal yze,
usi ng hi storical data and
under st andi ngs, the
opti ons whi ch are avail -
abletopartiesinvolvedin
contenporary conflicts or
deci si on naki ng;

e beactivelearners at cul -
tural institutions suchas
nmuseuns and hi stori cal
exhi bitions;

» display enpathy for
peopl e who have lived in
the past; and

* describerel ationshi ps
bet ween hi storical subj ect
natter and ot her subj ects
they study, current issues
and per sonal concer ns.




CONTENT STANDARD 5:

United States Constitution And Gover nnment

Sudents wll apply know edge of the U S onstitution, howthe U S
syst emof gover nnent wor ks and howthe rul e of | awand t he val ues of |iberty
and equal i ty have an i npact onindividual, |ocal, state and national deci sions.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
QGades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

» expl ai nthe purposes of
| ans and t he i deas and
princi pl es that nake j ust
| aws;

 explainthat individua s
have rights and r esponsi -
bilitiestofdlowthelaw

* recogni ze the Mnsti tu-
tion, includingtheB Il of
R ghts, as aninportant
docurrent that gui des our
country and limts the
power of the governnent;

* identify services provi ded
by national , state and | ocal
gover nment s and how we
pay for themt hrough
taxation;

* apply the process of how
| eaders are sel ect ed and
how peopl e noni t or and
i nfl uence deci si ons of
t hei r gover nnent ;

* identifythelocation of
seats of governnent at the
| ocal, state and national
| evel s; and

(conti nued)

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

e denonstrate an under -
standi ng of the historical
background of t he Decl a-
rati on of | ndependence;

* explainhowthe Gonstitu-
tion divi des t he power of
gover nment anong t he
executive, |egislativeand
judicia branches, and
how each branch can
check t he power of an-
other;

* expl ai n how and why
powers are distri but ed
anong the national , state
and | ocal gover nnent s;

* identifytheir representa
tivesinnationa andstate
| egi sl atures, and the heads
of the executi ve branch at
the national, state and
locd levd s

* under st and t he process of
howa bi || becones al aw

* expl ai n howan
indvidual'srightstolife,
liberty and property are
prot ect ed by the Gonsti t u-
tionand crimna and civi l
| avs;

(conti nued)
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

» appl y an under st andi ng of
hi stori cal and cont enpo-
rary conflicts over Qnsti -
tutiona principles;

* analyzehistorica and
contenporary conflicts
t hrough t he respecti ve
rolesof loca, stateand
national governnents;

» expl a n howt he desi gn of
theUS Qnstitutionis
i nt ended t o bal ance and
check t he powers of the
br anches of gover nnent ;

» analyze, usinghistorical
and cont enpor ary ex-
anpl es, the neani ng and
significance of theidea of
equal protection under the
lawfor all persons;

* expla nwhy state and
federal court powers of
judicia reviewreflect the
Lhited S at es i dea of
constitutional govern-
nment ; and

(conti nued)




CONTENT STANDARD 5:

United States Constitution And Gover nnment

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS,

Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

* apply the concept s of
l'iberty, tol erance and
ngj ority rul e and how
they relatetoindi vi dual

rigts.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

» descri be neans of conflict
nmanagenent, i ncl udi ng
negoti ation, nediation,
arbitrationandlitigation
and

» describe howthe public
agenda i s shaped by
political |eaders and
parties, interest groups,
the nedi a, public opini on,
state and federal courts,
and i ndi vi dual citizens.
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conti nued

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

» eval uat e t he cont enpo-
raryrolesaof pditica
parties, associ ations,
nedi a groups and publ i c
opinioninlocal, state and
netiona politics.




CONTENT STANDARD 6:

Ri ghts And Responsibilities O Citizens

Sudents w il denonstrate know edge of therights and responsi bilities of
citizenstoparticipateinandshape public policy, andcontributetothe
nai nt enance of our denocratic way of life.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

expl ai n t he neani ng and
i nportant characteristics
of citizenshipinthe
Lhited S ates;

identifytherights of
Citizensinadenocratic
soci ety and expl ai n why
certainresponsibilitiesare
inportant to thensel ves,
their famlies, conmunity,
state and nati on;

establ i sh, expl ai n and
apply criteriauseful in
eval uating rul es and | ans
for sol vi ng probl ens and
resol ving confli cts be-

t ween peopl e;

expl ai n t he i nport ance of
takinganactiveroein
political |eadershipand
publicserviceinther
school and cormmuni ty;
and

exercisepditica partici-
pati on by di scussi ng

publ i c i ssues, building
consensus and beconi ng
invol vedinpolitics.

descri be how one becones
acitizenof the Lhited
Saes;

expl ai n t he neani ng of
paitica rigts(eg, rigt
tovote, right to assenbl e)
as di sti ngui shed from
persona rights (e.g.,
freedomof speech, free-
domof novenent);

eval uat e situations i nvol v-
ing conflicts between
rights and propose

sol utions to t hese con-
flids

identify significant charac-
teristics of aneffective
citizen and know howt o
i nfl uence publ i c policy by
participatinginthe gov-
ernnent of their school ;

research anissue of inter-
est and be abl e t o t ake and
def end a posi ti on on t hat

i ssue; and

identify and apply criteria
useful inselectingpalitica
leaders at thelocal, state
and national |evels.
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eval uat e whet her or when
their ddigationsasciti-
zensrequirethat their
personal desires, beliefs
and i nterests be subordi -
nat ed t o t he publ i ¢ good;

identify and expl ai n
characteri stics needed f or
effective participationin
pidiclife

establ i sh, explai nand
applycriteriatoeval uate
rul es and | ans;

noni tor and i nfl uence t he
formation and i npl ermen-
tation of policy through
various fornsg of parti ci pa-
tion; and

t ake a posi tion on a cur-
rent policy issue and
attenpt toinfluenceits
formation, devel oprent
and i npl enent ati on.



CONTENT STANDARD 7: Political

Syst ens

Sudentswll explainthat political systens enanate fromthe need of hunans
for order, |eadingto conpromse and t he establ i shnent of authority.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

* define power and aut hor -
ity and howt hey evol ve
i nt o gover nnent ;

* describetheneedfor a
[ imted gover nnent so
that peopl e can be treat ed
farly,

» define and descri be gov-
ernnent interns of
peopl e and gr oups who
appl y and enf orce rul es
and | aws;

* identify protection of
i ndi vidual rights and
pronotion of the comron
good;

* identifywhat govern-
nment s can and cannot do;
and

e explainthat it isinportant
tolimt government so
that individua rights can
be pr ot ect ed.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* describe and conpare
unlimted and i mted
gover nnent ;

* expl ain the neani ng of
civiclife, pditicsand
gover nnent ;

» conpare and eval uat e
forns of gover nment
found out si de the Uhited
Sates; and

e describetheroleof the
US Qnstitutioninthe
[imtation of governnent
power s.
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

» evaluate theinportance of
devel opi ng sel f - gover n-
nent soastorestrict
arbitrary power;

* anal yze and eval uate the
advant ages and di sadvan-
tages of |imted and un-
[imted gover nnent;

e conpare two or nore
constitutions and how
they promot e the prin-
ciplesof their respective
political systens and
provi de t he basi s for
gover nnent ;

* descri be howconsti t u-
tions may | i mt govern-
nent i norder to protect
i ndi vidual rights and
pronot e t he conmon
good,;

* expl ai n how pur poses
served by gover nnent
have i npl i cations for the
i ndi vi dual and soci ety;
and

* provi de exanpl es of
legitinate authority and
exer ci se of power w t hout
authority.




CONTENT STANDARD 8:

| nt er nat i onal

Rel ati ons

Sudents wi Il denonstrat e an under st andi ng of howt he naj or el enents of
international relationsandworldaffairsaffect their Iivesandthe
security and wel | -bei ng of thei r coomunity, state and nati on.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

* expl ain howcomunities
and nations interact wth
one anot her; and

» describe ways i n whi ch
communi ti es and nati ons
i nfl uence each ot her.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

» descri be the organi zati on
of theworldintonation-
states and descri be sone
ways that nation-states
i nteract wth one anot her;

* explainwhat foreign
policyis and give ex-
anpl es of Lhited S ates
fore gnpalicy,

e describetheinfl uence of
U S political, economc
and cul tural ideas on
ot her nations and t he
i nfl uence of other nations’
ideas onthe Lhited S at es;

» evaluate theinpact of
significant international
events on the Lhited
S ates and on ot her na-
tias,

* describetheroles of the
three branches of U S
gover nnent i n devel opi ng
and conducti ng forei gn

pal i cy;

* describe howforeign
pol i cy deci si ons nay
af fect donesti c groups
and or gani zati ons; and

(conti nued)
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

e describe howthe Lhited
Satesinfl uences ot her
gover nrent s and i nt er na-
tional organizations and
howthe Lhited S ates, in
turn, isinfluenced by
t hem

» anal yze and eval uate the
significance of njor U S
foreign policies and naj or
international events and
condi tions over tine;

» devel op proposal s regar d-
ing sol utions tosignificant
internationa, pditica,
econom c, denogr aphi c or
envi ronnent al i ssues;

» anal yze the respective
rol es of the executive and
legislativebranchesin
devel opi ng and i npl e-
nenting forei gn pol i cy;

* identify and anal yze the
various donestic, politi-
cal, econom c and soci al
interests whichplayrol es
i n the devel oprent of
foreignpalicy; and

(conti nued)




CONTENT STANDARD 8: | nt er nat i onal

Rel ati ons

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, continued

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* descri be howdonestic
groups and or gani zat i ons
seek toinfluence foreign
pol i cy deci si ons.
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure t hat
st udent s:

* descri be and anal yze t he
process by whi ch forei gn
pol i cy deci si ons are devel -
oped and execut ed.




CONTENT STANDARD 9:

Pl aces And Regions

Sudents wll use spatia perspectivetoidentify and anal yze the signifi cance of
physi cal and cultural characteristics of pl aces and worl d regi ons.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

* defineandidentify natu-
ral and hunan char act er -
isticsd paces;

* expl ai n how hunman and
natural processes shape
pl aces;

* provide reasons why and
descri be how pl aces and
regi ons change and are
connect ed;

e observe and descri be how
pl aces and regi ons are
identified, definedand
bounded;

* locateplaceswthintheir
own and near by comu-
nitiesinOnnecticut; and

* locate ngj or physical and
human features in the
New Engl and r egi on and
the Lhited S ates.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* describe hunan and
natural characteristics of
pl aces and howt hey
shape or pl aceidentity;

* descri be the process and
i npact of regional change;

e exam ne ways i n whi ch
regions are i ntercon-
nect ed,

* identify andeval uate
vari ous perspecti ves
associ ated w t h pl aces and
regi ons;

» expl ai n and assess how
culture af fects perception
of pl aces and regi ons;

* uselatitude and | ongit ude
tol ocate pl aces and cal cu-
| at e di fferences between
pl aces;

e Jocatenatural and cul tural
features inthei r own and
near by communities, in
the Lhited Sates andin
ot her regions of the world,
as needed, to answer
geogr aphi ¢ questi ons; and

(conti nued)
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

* explainanddescribethe
natural and cul tural
characteristics of one pl ace
todistinguishit from
anot her;

* apply the concept of
regi onto organi ze the
study of a conpl ex prob-
l em

« explainthat regions are
i nt er connect ed and nay
a so overl ap;

» expl ai n why pl aces and
regions areinportant to
hunan and cul tural iden-
tity and stand as synbol s
for uni fyi ng soci ety; and

» anal yze ways di fferent
groups i n soci ety view
pl aces and regi ons differ-
etly.




CONTENT STANDARD 9: Pl aces And Regions

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, continued

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* denonstrate how per sonal
know edge and experi -
ences i nfl uence an
i ndi vi dual " s per cepti on of
pl aces.
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CONTENT STANDARD 10: Physi cal Systens

Sudentsw | use spatial perspectivetoexpla nthe physical processes
that shapethe Earth' s surface andits ecosyst ens.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in Educat i onal experiences in Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4 w || assure that Gades 5-8w || assure that Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s: st udent s: st udent s:

i dentify the types of

physi cal systens and their
characteristics that af fect
the BEarth' s surface;

denonstrat e how Eart h-
sun rel ati onshi ps shape
clinat e and veget at i on
patterns;

expl ai nthe factors t hat
affect thelocation, distri-
but i on and associ at i ons of
feat ures of the physical
envi ronnent ;

defi ne | ocal envi r onnent al
features;

draw a si npl e map of
conti nents and oceans;
and

| ocate Earth' s ngj or physi -
cal and hunan f eat ur es
(includingcities, coun
tries, bodies of vater, etc.).

* under st and how concept s
of physical geography can
be appl i ed to expl ai n
nat ural processes;

* understand and appl y
how nat ural processes
i nfl uence the fornation
and | ocati on of resour ces;

e usebasicclinatic and
ot her physical datato
under st and how nat ur al
pr ocesses shape envi ron-
nental patterns; and

 explainlocal andworld

patterns of ecosystem
distribution.
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» describeregiona varia-
tions of physica pro-
CesSes;

* explainthe operation and
interactionof different
natural systens (such as
clinat e and oceans) to
under st and gl obal change;

 analyzethedistribution of
ecosystens by i nterpret-
ing rel ationshi ps between
soil and clinate, and pl ant
andanimal life;

» eval uate ecosystens in
terns of biodiversity and
producti vity and show
how t hey are dynam c and
interactive,

 drawa freehand map of
the worldwth continents
(appropri at e shape and
size) locatedinrelaionto

equator, tropics, circles
and pri ne neridi an; and

* use geographictoolsto
represent and i nterpret
Earth' s physi cal and
human syst ens.



CONTENT STANDARD 11:

Human Syst ens

Sudentswll interpret spatia patterns of hunan mgration, econonic activities
and politica unitsin Qnnecticut, the nationandtheworld.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

expl ainthe patterns,
distributions and rel oca-
tions of peopl €

identifythepditica,
soci al and econonmic units
of anarea;

under st and t he el enent s
of cul ture and howt hey
change;

| ocate Earth' s ngj or physi -
cal and hunan f eat ures
(including cities, coun-
tries, bodies of vater, etc.);

expl ai n | ocati ons and
characteristics of hunan
settl enents and howt hey
have changed over tine;

descri be the characteri stics
of a physical and a hurman
system

locate placeswthintheir
own and near by comu-
nitiesinOnnecticut; and

| ocat e n@j or physical and
human features in the
New Engl and r egi on and
the Lhited S ates.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* explainthe patterns and
characteristics of hunan
mgrations at vari ous
levd s,

* explainhowpatterns of
international trade change
t echnol ogy, transportation
and comuni cati on, and
af fect econonmc activities
and human mgrati on;

 analyzethe fornation,
characteristics and f unc-
tions of urban, suburban
andrural settlenents; and

* identify processes that
divide BEarth's surfaceinto
different politica and
econom c units froml ocal
tointernationa levels.
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

» descri be t he consequences
of hurman popul ation
patterns and grow h
trends over tine;

 explainthecharacteristics,
distributionandrel ati on
shi ps of econom c syst ens
at various |l evel's;

» explain and anal yze how
various popul ations and
econom c el enents i nter-
act and i nfl uence the
spatial patterns of settle-
nent ;

* explainand anal yze the
causes of changeinthe
political, socia andeco
nom ¢ di vi si on of the
Earth' s surface at different
scdl es;

* usegeographictoolsto
represent and i nterpret
Earth' s physi cal and
human syst ens; and

* drawa freehand map
denonstrating political,
cul tural or economc
rel ati onshi ps.




CONTENT STANDARD 12:

Human And Environnent |nteraction

Sudents wll use geographic tool s and t echnol ogy to expl ainthe i nteracti ons of humans
and the | arger environnent, and t he eval vi ng consequences of those i nteracti ons.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

 explainthecharacteristics
and pur poses of naps,
gl obes and ot her geo-
graphi cal tool s and t ech-
nol ogi es;

e createinfornationfrom
nmaps, gl obes and geo-
graphi ¢ nodel s i n graphs,
di agrans and charts;

* use naps, gl obes, graphs,
nodel s, conput er pro-
grans and texts, as appro-
pricte

* expl ai n how hunan and
nat ural processes shape
pl aces;

* explai nways inwhich
humans use and i nt er act
W t h envi ronnent s;

e identifylocations of vari-
ous econonic activities
and under st and how
physi cal and human
factors infl uence them
and

» describe how and why
physi cal and human
syst ens function and
interact and t he conse-
quences of theseinterac-
tios.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

 explantheessential
features and functi ons of
naps, gl obes, phot o-
gr aphs, geogr aphi ¢ nod-
elsandsatelliteinages;

* nake maps, gl obes, nod-
el s, charts and geogr aphi c
dat abases;

» conpare and cont r ast
di ff erences anong naps,
gl obes, phot ogr aphs,
nodel s and satellite
i mages for sol vi ng geo-
graphi c probl ens;

* use naps, gl obes, nodel s,
graphs, charts and dat a-
bases t o anal yze di stri bu-
tions and patterns;

* describe hunan and
natural characteristics of
pl aces and howt hey
shape or pl aceidentity;

« drawa freehand map
fromnenory of increas-
i ng and appropri ate
conpl exi ty to di spl ay
geogr aphi ¢ i nf or mat i on
and answer geogr aphi c
quest i ons;

(conti nued)
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure t hat
st udent s:

* use naps, globes, charts
and dat abases t o anal yze
and suggest sol utions to
real -worl d probl ens;

* create appropriate naps
and ot her tool s to sal ve,
illustrate or ansver geo-
graphi c probl ens;

* anal yze how human
systens i nteract, connect
and cause changes in
physi cal systens;

* locateat |east 50 na or
count ri es and physi cal
features on a nap or
gl obe; and

» apply concepts of ecosys-
t ens t o under st and and
sol ve envi ronnent al
pr obl ens.




CONTENT STANDARD 12: Human And Environnent |nteraction

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, continued

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* denonstrate and expl ai n
ways t hat humans depend
on, adapt toand alter the
physi cal environnent; and

* identify the ways ecosys-
tens are transforned
t hr ough physi cal and
human activities, and can
predi ct the consequences
o theseactivities.
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CONTENT STANDARD 13:

Limted Resources

Sudents wll denonstrate that because hunan, natural and capital resources arelinited,
i ndi vi dual s, househol ds, busi nesses and gover nnent s nust nake choi ces.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Qades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

defi ne scarcity and abun-
dance;

i dentify goods and ser -
vi ces and gi ve an exanpl e
of each;

identify and gi ve ex-

anpl es of resour ces:
hunman, natural and capi -
tal, and expl ai n howt hey
are used;

expl ai n why sone coun-
triesarericher thanoth
ers; and

identify alternative uses of
resources foundintheir
hone, school or nei ghbor -
hood.

conpar e t he resour ces
used by vari ous cul tures,
countries and/ or regi ons
t hr oughout t he worl d;

expl ai n that househol ds,
busi nesses, gover nnent s
and soci eti es face scarcity
just as individual s do;

def i ne opportunity and
cost, givi ng exanpl es;

present historical and
current controversies
about the use of resources;

i Il ustrate howresources
canbeusedinavariety of
ways;

expl ai n econom ¢ growt h
as asustainedincreasein
t he producti on of goods
and servi ces, and t hat

G oss Donestic Product is
t he basi ¢ neasur e of
econom ¢ out put ; and

expl ai n howt echnol ogi cal
change and i nnovati on

i Nproves a soci ety’ s
productivity and eco-
nom c grow h.
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conpar e t he resour ces
used by vari ous cul tures,
countries and/ or regi ons
t hr oughout t he worl d;

anal yze the i npact of
econoni ¢ choi ces on the
alocationaof scarcere-
SOur Ces;

explainthat acountry' s
potential G oss Donestic
Product depends on t he
quantity and qual ity of
natural resources, the size
and ski | I s of the popul a-
tion, and t he anount and
quality of its capita stock;

defi ne, defend and predi ct
howt he use of specific
resour ces ray i npact the
fuue

anal yze howt echnol ogi cal
change can af f ect | ong-
range producti vity; and

anal yze how nar ket

f orces and gover nnent
regul ation i npact the use
of resour ces.



CONTENT STANDARD 14:

Econoni c Systens

Sudents wll denonstrate that vari ous econonic systens coexi st, and that econonic
deci si ons are nade by i ndi vi dual s and/ or governnents, infl uenced by narkets, cul tural
traditions, individual s and governnents inthe al | ocati on of goods and servi ces.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
QGades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

* identifythethreebasic
questions al | economc
syst ens nust answer:
What wi || be produced?
Howw || it be produced?
For whomw || it be pro-
duced?;

» explainthat thereare
different economc sys-
tens inthe world and that
these systens use differ-
ent neans t o produce,

di stri but e and exchange
goods and ser vi ces;

 expla nthat anarket
exi st s whenever buyers
and sel | ers exchange
goods and ser vi ces;

« define aconsunmer and a
producer andtheir rolesin
a nar ket system

» describe howt he price of
agoodor serviceina
narket isrelatedto how
much of it thereis and
how many peopl e want it;

* explainthat sonme goods
and servi ces ar e provi ded

by t he gover nnent; and

(conti nued)

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* expla nhowdifferent
econom ¢ systens (tradi -
tional, narket and com
nmand) use di fferent neans
t o produce, distribute and
exchange goods and
SErvi ces;

» explainthat all countries’
econonies refl ect a mx of
mar ket, conmmand and
traditiona el enents;

* describetherel ati onshi ps
anong demand, supply
andpriceandtheir rol es
inanarket system

* identify howfundanent al
characteristics of anarket
system(e.g., private
property, profits and
conpetition, busi nesses,
| abor, banks and gover n-
nent) i nfl uence deci si on
maki ng;

* identify governnent al
activitiesthat affect the

local, state, national and
i nternational econony;

(conti nued)
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

» eval uat e econom c sys-
tens by their abilityto
achi eve broad soci et al
god s, such as effi ci ency,
equity, security, enpl oy-
nent, stability and eco-
nom c grow h;

* identifyandexplainthe
factors that determne and
cause changes i n denand,
suppl y and t he nar ket -
clearing (equilibrium
price;

» conpare and contrast the
characteristics andeffects
of different narket struc-
tures, including pure
conpetition, nonopol i stic
conpetition, oligopoly
and nonopol y;

* interpret inportant statis-
tics about the national
econony: theinflation
rate, unenpl oynent rate,
Q@ oss Donesti ¢ Product
anditsgronhrate;

(conti nued)




CONTENT STANDARD 14:

Econoni c Systens

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS,

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

» explainthat governnent
rai ses noney by taxi ng
and borrow ng to pay for
t he goods and servi ces it
provi des.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

* describe how in a narket
syst em gover nnent
enforces property rights
and provi des for stan-
dar di zed systens (e.g.,
wei ght s and neasur es,
and noney); and

* anal yze the i npact of
gover nent t axi ng and
spendi ng deci si ons on
speci ficindividua s,
busi nesses, organi zat i ons
and gr oups.

169

conti nued

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

* understand t he causes and
effects of periods of
growt h and recessi on
evident inthe history of
nar ket econom es;

» anal yze the i npact of
gover nent t axi ng and
spendi ng acti ons and
changes i n t he noney
supply and i nterest rates
on t he nati onal econony;

* contrast and conpare
different types of taxes,
i ncl udi ng progr essi ve,
regr essi ve and pr opor -
tional taxes;

» explainreasons for gov-
ernnent actioninthe
econony, i ncl udi ng pro-
vi di ng publ i ¢ goods and
servi ces, nai ntai ni ng
conpetition, redistribut-
i ng i ncone, pronoting
enpl oynent, stabilizing
prices and sustai ni ng
reasonabl e rat es of eco-
nom c growt h; and

* anal yze the i npact of
speci fi ¢ gover nnent
actions i nthe econony on
different groups, includ-
i ng consuners, enpl oyees
and busi nesses.



CONTENT STANDARD 15: Econom ¢ | nt er dependence

Sudents w Il denonstrat e howt he exchange of goods and servi ces by i ndi vi dual s,
groups and nati ons creat es econonic i nt er dependence and howtrade resul ts i n change.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

* describe howvol untary
exchange benefits al |l
partiesinvolvedinthe
exchange of goods and
SErvi ces;

* describe howt he ex-
change of goods and
servi ces around the worl d
creat es i nt er dependence
anmong peopl e i n di fferent
pl aces; and

* recognize that noney is a
general | y accept ed
medi umof exchange and
that different countries
use di fferent currenci es.

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

» expla nhowspecialization
| eads to nore ef ficient use
of econoni ¢ resour ces and
econom c gr ow h;

» expl ai n why trade encour -
ages speci al i zati on; and

» expla nhowspecialization
i ncreases i nt er dependence
anong producers, con-
suners and nations and
consequent|ly | eads to a
hi gher standard of Iiving.
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Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

e Jjllustratetheinternati ona
di fferences i n resour ces,
productivity and prices
that areabasis for interna
tiona trade;

e evauatethe effects of
national poicies(e.g., on
trade, inmgration and
foreigninvestnents, as
vel | as fiscal and non-
etary policies) onthe
international exchange of
goods, services andin-
vestnents; and

« explainthat anationhas a
conpar ati ve advant age
when it can produce a
product at a |l ower oppor -
tunity cost thanits tradi ng

partner.




